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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

ROANORE, TOWN OF HABS No. VV-209-N 
(.lames Lewis Cutright House) 

VoUA 
Location:  Highway 38 (Brownsville Road), Lewis County, West Virginia. 2f~ 

Elevation:  ca. 1060' I 

UTM References as given on the National Register of Historic Places Nomination form: 
Zone:  17 
Easting:  5*3880 
Northing: 4314820 

U.S.G.S. Map:   Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5'(1966 edition, photo revised 1979). 

Present Owner:   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Present Occupant:   none. 

Present Use:   none. 

Construction Date:   late 19th century or early 20th century. 

Informants:   Donald Foster; Laura Cutright Foster. 

Historical Information: This tract consists of several contiguous parcels of land (Tracts 
^J» 2). One parcel came from George Rohrbough in 1894, while the other came 
^'om the Jacob Pletcher estate in 1896 . Prior to that, the tract had been part 

of larger parcels of land owned by William Glasscock and still earlier by 3. M. and Ann C. 
Camp and John and Pamelia Talbot . 

Part of the tract was purchased by James Lewis Cutright, and the remainder was 
inherited by his wife, Minnie Pletcher Cutright, from the Jacob Pletcher estate. 

Apparently, the James Pletcher and James Lewis Cutright families lived on 
Pletcher land prior to 1908. In that year the Cutrights (James Lewis, Minnie and eight 
children) moved into the log dwelling situated between the West Fork River and the 
Rohrbough Siding Road which is included as part of this study. The log house served as 
temporary quarters while Cutright built an ell addition (Rooms 3, 4, 8, 9) 

to a two story, four room (Rooms 1, 2, 6, 7 ) frame dwelling which 
he had purchased and skidded on logs using horse power from Pear Tree Hollow, just 
above the Rohrbough property, to its present site on the hill opposite the log dwelling/ 
barn (Laura Cutright Foster 1981, pers. comm.). 

From the time that the James Lewis Cutright family was able to move into their 
frame dwelling until it was purchased by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, it remained 
in the Cutright family. After the death of James Lewis and Minnie Cutright, it became 
the home of Estel Cutright and later of Clarence Cutright, sons of James Lewis and 
Minnie. Because of ill health, Estel moved from the farm in 1975, but Clarence Cutright 
continued to live in the dwelling until his death in 1978 (Laura Cutright Foster 1981, 
pers. comm.). 

James Lewis Cutright farmed the property.   He raised everything he could to sell, 
eluding potatoes, beans, corn, wheat and onions.   James Lewis carried his produce to 

the Weston State Hospital in a horse and buggy. The family also raised cattle which were 
sold to a man who visited the farm. After James Lewis' death, Estel Cutright operated a 
dairy on the farm (Laura Cutright Foster 1981, pers. comm.). 
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Of the various outbuildings on the property, the log barn may have the most 
historical significance. It was built in the 1920s from logs taken from a small house on 
the George Rohrbough farm located on the West Fork River flood plain downstream from 
the Cutright log House (HABS No. WV-209-0). The barn was used to house plows, disks, 
horses and cows. Sheds were added on opposite sides of the structure for tool and 
machinery storage (Laura Cutright Foster 1981, pers. comm.). 

Laura Foster (1981, pers. comm.) believed that the oldest structure in this area of 
the project was a log house that stood immediately upstream from the Cutright 
farmstead. It was occupied by various persons including her parents, probably prior to 
the time they moved into the log dwelling on Tract 323B. Unfortunately, this building 
was burned in 1981. 

Architectural   Information: 

General Description: The Cutright farmstead's principal structure is a one and one-half 
story, three bay, gable roofed ell-shaped frame (clapboard) dwelling with dormers. 
Originally, the structure was rectangular in shape and consisted of four rooms (Rooms 1, 
2, 6 and 7). As originally constituted, this two room wide by one room deep 
structure fails within the "double pen" house type as that term is used by Riedl, Ball and 
Cavender (1976: 79) under the first of nine "interpretations" of this term. 

Exterior Description: 

Overall Dimensions:  287" x 39'3." 
Foundation: The foundation consists of irregular-sized sandstone block piers on the 

original section of the dwelling (Rooms 1, 2, 6, 7). Three piers are arrayed across the 
east wall, two stand along the north and south walls and three are found across the west 
wall.   Beneath the addition (Rooms 3-5, 8, 9 ) » four piers extend along 
the south wall, two stand along the east wall and an indeterminate number of piers stand 
along the north and west walls. 

Walls: The walls are composed of 4 1/2" clapboards with corner boards and stops on 
the original structure; 4 1/2" clapboards with corner boards are employed on the addition; 
the walls are white-washed. 

Framing: This is composed of light timber framing; 3/4" x 3" vertical boards on log 
sills are used in the original structure; 2" x 4" studs on 2*2" centers are employed in the 
addition. 

Porch: A 6'1 1/2" wide x 18'6" long x 11' high porch covered by a shed roof once stood 
along the east  elevation; the porch deck consisted of 3 1/4" 
unpainted tongue and groove boards; the roof was supported by columns which are now 
missing and was covered with raised seam sheet metal roofing; turned pilasters are found 
against the dwelling at south and north ends of porch; ceiling consists of 3 1/2" tongue 
and groove white-washed boards; steps are now missing. 

A second, ell-shaped porch measuring 147" along its north to south leg and 1^*4" 
along its east to west leg still exists along the north side of the dwelling between Rooms 
1 and 5 . The deck is raised 8" above grade and consists of 2"- 
2 1/2" unpainted tongue and groove boards. 

The shed roof of the porch is covered by raised seam sheet metal roofing; the 
ceiling is composed of 3 1/2" tongue and groove boards painted white. The lower 2*8" of 
the porch is enclosed with 5" white-washed clapboards; the upper portion is screened. 
Access to the porch deck is from a sandstone step (48" wide x 19" tread x 5" rise) and 
through a screen door; sandstone flagstones lead to the step from the northern part of 
the property. 
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Chimneysi A single stack brick chimney is centrally located on the roof peak of the 
original structure, and another is at the roof peak of the addition. 

Roof: The roof is of the high-pitch gable variety covered with raised seam sheet metal 
roofing painted silver; a large, two window shed-roofed dormer is centrally located along 
the east side of the original structure; two small, shed-roofed dormers are evenly spaced 
along the north and south elevations of the addition; eaves and raking trim consist of 
boxed cornice with frieze board . 

Interior Description:  Room 1  (Room numbers are keyed to floor plans on pages 34-35) 

Function:  parlor. 
Dimensions:   1^9" x 15'9"; 7'3" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover vertical tongue and groove boards 

(10"-I!2 1/2") except on south wall where there are 2" horizontal tongue and groove 
boards; burlap has been applied to the walls beneath wallpaper in some areas of the room. 

Fioorcovering: 2 l/4"-3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; central area covered with 
linoleum; area beyond linoleum unpainted. 

Ceiling: 2 l/2"-3 1/2" simple-beaded boards; cove molding around edges of room; 
ceiling painted cream but previously painted blue. 

Baseboard:  8" with beveled top edge; capped with 1 1/2" molding; painted light yellow. 
Heating:  fireplace. 
Fireplace:   brick; 25 1/2" wide x 28" high x 5 1/2" deep firebox (originally 28" wide x 

29" high x 11 1/2" deep); 21" x 50" sandstone hearth; wooden mantle  . 
^fePlumbing: none. 
^^Lighting and Electricity:   previously, a central ceiling fixture existed in the room, but 
this has been vandalized. 

Stairway:   stairway to second floor is situated in northwest corner of room ; 
the first run consists of three steps (33 1/4" wide x 8" tread x 7" rise) with 

l/4"-l/2" nosings plus a 7" riser to a 30 1/2" x 30 1/2" landing. This landing leads at a 
right angle to a second set of seven steps (28 1/2" wide x 6"-6 3/4" tread x 8" rise) with 
1/4" nosings plus a riser of 5 1/2" to the second floor deck; a doorway at the base of the 
stairway rests on the tread of the first step. There is a closet beneath the stairway; all 
stair parts are white-washed. 

Interior Description:  Room 2 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions:   12' x 1W; 7'3 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover vertical tongue and groove boards 

(10"-1'2 1/2") except on the north wall where 2" horizontal tongue and groove boards are 
exposed. 

Fioorcovering: 2 l/4"-3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; central area covered with 
linoleum; area beyond linoleum unpainted. 

Ceiling: 2"-3" tongue and groove boards; cove molding around edges of room; white- 
washed. 

Baseboard:  8" with beveled top edge; capped with 1 1/2" molding; painted dark brown. 
Heating:  fireplace. 
Fireplace:   brick; 21" wide x 29" high x 5" deep firebox (originally 27 1/2" wide x 29" 

^hh x 11 1/2" deep); 20" x 50" sandstone hearth; mantle missing . 
^^Plumbing:  none. 

Lighting and Electricity:  unknown due to vandalism. 
Other: closet on west side of fireplace. 
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Interior Description: Room 3 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions:   10'6" x 13»2"; 7'3 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover burlap attached to 6"-l* horizontal 

plain boards. 
Floorcoverine: 2 l/4"-3 1/2" tongue and groove boards; central area covered with 

linoleum; area Beyond linoleum unpainted. 
Ceiling: 2"-3 1/2" tongue and groove boards; cove molding around edges of room; 

painted yellowish-brown. 
Baseboard: 6 1/2" board with top edge beveled; capped with 1 1/2" molding; painted 

yellowish brown. 
Heating:   fireplace; gas connection south of fireplace. 
Fireplace:    brick; partially destroyed firebox originally measured 27 1/2" wide x 29" 

high x 12" deep; 12" x 56" sandstone hearth; mantle missing . 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  unknown due to vandalism. 
Other;   closet on south side of fireplace. 

interior Description:  Room 4 

Function:  dining room. 
Dimensions:   13'1" x 131!"; 7*2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover burlap attached to 6"-i' horizontal 

plain boards. 
Floorcovering: 2 l/V-3 1/4" tongue and groove oak boards; central area covered with 

linoleum; area Beyond linoleum unpainted. 
Ceiling: 2"-3 1/2" plain boards; cove molding around edges of room; painted dark 

brown. 
Baseboard: 6 1/2" plain board with top edge beveled; capped with 1 1/2" molding; 

painted yellowish brown. 
Heating:   fireplace; gas connection south of fireplace. 
Fireplace: brick; 23" wide x 29 1/2" x 5" deep firebox; originally measured 27 1/2" 

wide x 29 1/2" high x 11 1/2" deep; 14" x 57" sandstone hearth; wooden mantle  . 

Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on north wall adjacent to 

doorway. 
Other:  closet on south side of fireplace. 

Interior Description:  Room 5 

Function:  kitchen. 
Dimensions: 7*6" x 9'2"; 7'1 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover burlap attached to k l/2"-10" plain 

boards. 
Floorooverine: 2 1/4"-3 1/4" tongue and groove oak boards; central area covered with 

linoleum; area beyond linoleum unpainted. 
Ceiling: 2 l/2"-3" tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; cove molding around edges 

of room; painted dark brown. 
Baseboard:    6 1/2" plain board with top edge beveled; capped with 1  1/2" molding; 

painted dark brown. 
Heating:  none. 
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^Fireplace: none. f 
Plumbing: none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  unknown due to vandalism. 

Interior Description; Room 6 

Function: bedroom. 
Dimensions:  lWx 15*9"; 7'3" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover burlap attached to 7 1/2H-1T' vertical 

plain boards. 
Floorcovering: ft l/2"-8 1/2" plain boards; central area covered with linoleum; area 

beyond linoleum unpainted. 
Ceiling:  3 1/ft" tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; painted dark brown. 
Baseboard:  k l/2"-6 1/2" plain board; white-washed. 
Heating:  fireplace. 
Fireplace: brick; 23 1/2" wide x 29 1/2" high x 8" deep firebox; 18" x 50" sandstone 

hearth; wooden mantle (destroyed) • 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  central ceiling fixture. 
Stairway: see comments for Room 1 above. 
Other; storage area with shelves to west of fireplace . 

Interior Description:  Room 7 

^^unction: storage. 
^Mmensions:  ll'lO*' x 14*3"; V ceiling. 

Wallcovering: several layers of wallpaper cover burlap attached to 7 l/2"-lU" vertical 
plain boards. 

Floorcovering: ft l/2f,-8 1/2" plain boards; central area covered with linoleum; area 
beyond linoleum unpainted. 

Ceiling: 3 1/2" tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; previously covered with 
wallpaper. 

Baseboard: none. 
Heating: none. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing: none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  central ceiling fixture. 
Other: closet on west side of fireplace. 

Interior Description:  Room 8 

Function:  storage. 
Dimensions:  12'x 13»ft";-6'll" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  burlap covers a combination of 6"-l' horizontal and vertical boards. 
Floorcovering: 2" tongue and groove oak boards; unpainted. 
Ceiling: 3 1/2" tongue and groove boards; painted light blue. 
Baseboard: none. 
Heating: fireplace. 
Fireplace:    brick; 23" wide x 31" high x 11" deep firebox; 13" x 5<f 1/2'1 sandstone 

rth; wooden mantle* 
lumbing: none. 

Lighting and Electricity:  none. 
Other: closet on south side of fireplace. 

|i< 
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Interior Description: Room 9 

Function:  storage. 
Dimensions;  1141" x 13'5"; 6'11» ceiling. 
Wallcovering: wallpaper covers burlap attached to 6"-l' horizontal plain boards. 
Floorcovering:  2" tongue and groove oak boards; unpainted. 
Ceiling: 3 1/2" tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; cove molding around edges of 

room; painted white. 
Baseboard: 5" plain boards. 
Heating:  fireplace. 
Fireplace: brick; 23" wide x 31 1/2" high x 12 1/2" deep firebox; 10 1/2" x 54" 

sandstone hearth; mantle destroyed . 
Plumbing:   none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 
Other:   closet on south side of fireplace. 

Site: 

General Setting and Orientation: The Cutright farmstead is located ca. 4-5 
miles south of Brownsville, West Virginia, on the west side of the Brownsville Road. The 
dwelling is situated on a bench ca. 100' west of the road; the West Fork River is ca. 150' 
east of the road. 

Historic Landscape Design: Approximately 20' in front (i.e., east) of the frame dwelling, 
the grassy yard drops abruptly to Brownsville Road; there is a water well ca. 6' north of 
the porch on the north side of the dwelling; plantings on the north side of the dwelling 
include two walnut (Jug]ans sp.) trees and a lilac (Syringa sp.) bush; immediately to the 
rear (i.e., west) of the dwelling, there is a mock orange (Philadelphus sp.) shrub; at the 
far rear east side of the dwelling along an old fence line are several wild cherry (Prunus 
sp.) box elder (Acer negundo), ash (Fraxinus sp.) and a single tulip (Liriodendron sp.) tree; 
at the rear (i.e., west side) of the barn (see below) are several box elder (Acer negundo 
and walnut (Juglans sp.) trees. 

Outbuildings: 

Barn (partially collapsed): 
Location: ca. 115' southwest of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
Dimensions:  31' x 33'. 
Description: The barn is a two story half-dovetail notched log structure with shed 

additions attached to the west and east elevations; shed-roofed sections are covered with 
raised seam sheet metal roofing; roofing material of log crib is unknown; there is a 
manger along the east wall of the iog crib; animal stalls are found opposite the manger in 
the shed addition; sandstone foundation piers occur along the south wall. 

Doors: (select measurements only; building badly deteriorated) 
NORTH WALL 

First Floor east shed - 2* wide 
centrally located in log crib - 6' wide 
west shed - 71 wide 

Second Floor east shed - 2' wide 
log crib- 3 1/2' wide 

WEST WALL 
First Floor south end of log crib- 17' wide 
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£Garage (collapsed) 

Location: ca. 90* west of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
Dimensions:  ?x 21'(length unavailable due to structure deterioration). 
Description:   The garage is of frame construction with a shed roof; vertical plain 

board walls are employed, access to the garage is from the north end. 

Chicken House: 

Location:  ca. 30* west of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
Dimensions:  It?" x 17**". 
Description: The chicken house is of frame construction with a gable roof; 5 1/2"-9" 

vertical board walls are employed; gable roof is covered with raised seam sheet metal 
roofing; a frame addition has been appended to the east side of the structure; there are 
chicken nests along the east wall of the structure. 

Doors: 

C 

Position Style Opening Hardware 

NORTH WALL 
east side 3board(3 1/2»-8 3/4" 

and 2 batten 
lU0"x 4'11" 8" strap hinge 

west side 3 board (8"-9 3/*") 
and 2 batten 

l,il"x77n 8" strap hinge 

r 
Windows: 

Position Opening (width x height). Style Hardware 

EAST WALL 
SOUTH WALL 
WEST WALL 

22" x 55" 
72"x 26" 
16" x 66" 

opening 
opening 
opening 

— 

Coal House: 

Location:  ca. 10'-west of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
Dimensions: lO?' x 12'3." 
Description: The coal house is a frame gable-roofed structure covered with 

corrugated and flat sheet metal roofing; vertical plain board (9"-lV wide) walls are 
employed; there is a 2,5" x 57" doorway in the north wall. 

Privy ■ 

Location:  ca; 80' south-southeast of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
Dimensions: 441" wide x W deep. (Unfortunately, height of this building was not 

originally recorded, and the structure had collapsed by the time a field check was made 
to obtain this information.) 

Description:    The two hole privy is a frame construction, shed-roofed structure 
«vered with corrguated sheet metal roofing; vertical plain board (7"-9n wide) walls are 

(ployed; 7 board and 3 batten door on north wall measures 2'6" x 5*8"; two strap hinges 
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ROANOKE (James Lewis Outright House) 
HABS No. WV-209-K (page 38) 

and one pin butt hinge are used on door; wooden turn knob closure on both interior and 
exterior. 

Cellar House (partially collapsed): 

Location:  ca. 15' northeast of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
Dimensions:  M*"x 21.* 
Description: The cellar house is built into a bank; it has a sandstone foundation and 

root cellar storage area, the walls of which are partially destroyed; a storage shed is 
built over the sandstone foundation and overhangs it 6' on the east side. The frame 
structure has vertical plain board (9n-10" wide) walls covered by V white-washed 
clapboards and a gable roof covered with raised seam sheet metal roofing; windows in the 
cellar house are centrally located in the north (28" x 51") and east walls (29" x 55"); much 
of the west and south walls of the cellar house have been removed. 

For project  information and bibliography,   see ROANOKE    HABS No.  WV-209. 
For other  structures in  the Roanoke area,   see HABS No.s WV-209-A -S. 

The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with field 
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archived at the University 
of West Virginia, Morgantown, West Virginia. 



ROAKOKr. (James Lewis Cutright House; 
HARS No. WV-209-N (page 19) 

m 

Perspective  control photograph of the east elevation of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling in 1981.   Note the extensive vandalization that had been done to the 

^» el ling before the time of the survey.  As a result, it was virtually impossible to obtain 
precise data on many architectural elements, particularly doors and windows. 

Close-up of engaged porch 
column on the east elevation of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 
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Perspective control  photograph  of the east and south elevations of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 

Close-up of corner boards 
and clapboards at the southeast corner 
of the Cutright farmstead dwelling in 
1981. 
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Perspective  control photograph of the south elevation of the Cutright 
tmstead dwelling in 1981, 

Close-up of clapboards 
along the south elevation of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 
Note the simple-beaded corner boards 
at what was the southwest corner of 
the original structure. 
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Close-up of door and win- 
dow openings and second story dormers 
on the south elevation of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling. 

****■ *H *ff 

Perspective control  photograph of the south and west elevations of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 
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fan 
^ Perspective control photograph of  the west elevation of the Cutright 
armstead dwelling in 1981. 

:►" **. 

*^£<4. 

**M> 

Perspective control photograph of the west and north elevations of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981.   Note the porch. 
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0 

Close-up of second floor dormers on the north elevation and single stack 
chimney at the roof peak of the Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 

Close-up of a portion of 
the porch on the north side of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 
Note engaged column. 
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Perspective  control photograph of the north elevation of the Cutright 
rnstead dwelling in 1981. 

Perspective  control  photograph of the north and east elevations of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 
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a 

Close-up of collapsed 
porch roof on the east elevation of the 
Cutright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 

Stairway from Room 1 to 
Room 6 in the Cutright farmstead 
dwelling in 1981 
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c 

Close-up of fireplace and 
mantle in south wall of Room 1 of the 
Cutright   farmstead   dwelling  in   1981 

Close-up of fireplace in 
north wall of Room 2 of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling in 1981 
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Close-up of fireplace in 
west wall of Room 3 of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling in 1 981 

Close-up of fireplace and mantle in east wall of Room U of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling in 1981.    At left is doorway to Room 3.   At right is a closet 
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<v 

* 
Close-up of fireplace and closet in south wall of Room 6 of the Cutright 

rmstead dwelling in 1981 

r^*v>* ; /?•*. 

Close-up of fireplace and mantle in west wall of Room S of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling in 1981.   Doorway to Room 9 is visible at right 
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Close-up of fireplace ir. 
east wail of Room 9 of the Cutrigh: 
farmstead dwelling in 19S1 

f. .  '*&r 
/   V.     "     , 

Collapsed   log   construction  barn   southwest of  the   Cutright   farmstead 
dwelling in 1981. Photograph looks west. 
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OT 
Southwest corner of the collapsed log construction barn southwest of the 

'tright farmstead dwelling in 1981. 

i ,«/ 

*> 

V 

^*. 7- 

Southwest corner of the collapsed garage west of the Cutright farmstead 
dwelling in 1981. 
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( 

Northeast corner of the chicken house west of the Cutright farmstead 
dwelling in 1981. 

in 1981. 
Northeast corner of the coal house west of the Cutright farmstead dwelling 
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North elevation of privy 
south-southeast of the Cutright farm- 
stead dwelling in 1981. 

n$r " *■: 

South elevation of partially-collapsed cellar house northeast of the Cutright 
farmstead dwelling in 1981. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

o   »    a   3   4___$ 10 

First floor plan of the Outright farmstead dwelling. 
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SECOND   FLOOR  PLAN 

C^ 

Second floor plan of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
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EAST  ELEVATION 

J    ?_?   4   S »' 

East elevation of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
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WEST ELEVATION 

HJ-U-S  

West elevation of the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
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C 

SECTION B-B 
10' 

Transverse section (B-B) through the Cutright farmstead dwelling. 
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